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March 21, 2016 
 

The Vice President 

Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20501 

 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 
 

We strongly support the goals of the Cancer Moonshot initiative, to find cures for cancer and to 
reduce cancer mortality in the United States. While death rates have declined for all cancers 

combined, the disease continues to have a devastating impact on too many families. Intensified 

federal efforts to prevent, diagnose, and treat cancer are fully justified, and we congratulate you 
and President Obama for focusing renewed national attention on the investments necessary to 

make accelerated progress against this dreaded disease. 

 
We are concerned, however, that the initiative may be undervaluing the vital role that public 

health and prevention have played -- and must continue to play -- in reducing cancer incidence 
and mortality.  Since the beginning of the “War on Cancer,” the most notable cancer successes 

have been due to the power and efficacy of prevention. The massive reductions in lung, 

cervical, colorectal and gastric cancer mortality rates are almost entirely due to a focus on 
public health and prevention approaches (including screening). 

 

We urge you to pay careful attention to the balance between treatment and prevention-related 
investments. The development of new and innovative therapeutic cancer interventions is vital, 

but history has shown that the greatest impact in reducing cancer mortality rates has come from 
preventing cancers. While curative treatments often appear more exciting to the public, 

investments in public health and prevention research hold even more promise for both short - 

and long-term reductions in cancer incidence and mortality rates. Developing cancer cures is 
essential, but controlling cancer is also a policy and public health challenge. We must operate 

on both fronts. 

 
As a recent commentary noted, “The cancer moonshot must incorporate the best available 

tools. Our goal in the ensuing decades should be to eliminate cancer mortality. Clearly, a 
cancer cure is a laudable approach to that goal, but it is also possible to imagine a world where 

many types of cancer, like polio and rabies, will simply no longer occur.”1 Investments in public 

health and cancer prevention can make an enormous impact on reducing cancer incidence and 
mortality and should be a priority of the Cancer Moonshot initiative.  

 

Sincerely, 
 

                                       
1 Neugut, AL and Gross, CP. Targeting the Cancer Moonshot. JAMA Oncology. March 3, 2016. 

http://oncology.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2497881&utm_campaign=articlePDF&utm_medium=articlePDFlink&utm_source=articlePDF&utm_content=jamaoncol.2016.0328
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Craig H. Blakely, PhD, MPH 
Dean, University of Louisville School of 
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Dean, University of Illinois at Chicago School 
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Dean, Tulane University School of Public 
Health and Tropical Medicine 

 
G. Thomas Chandler, PhD, MSc 
Dean, University of South Carolina Arnold 
School of Public Health 

 
Rowland W. Chang, MD, MPH 
Director of Institute for Public Health and 
Medicine, Northwestern University Feinberg 
School of Medicine 



 
Jane E. Clark, PhD 
Dean, University of Maryland School of 
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Paul D. Cleary, PhD 
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Dean, Emory University Rollins School of 
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John R. Finnegan Jr., PhD 
Dean, University of Minnesota School of 
Public Health 



 
Linda P. Fried, MD, MPH 
Dean, Columbia University Mailman School 
of Public Health 

 
Howard Frumkin, MD, DrPH, MPH, FACP 
Dean, University of Washington School of 
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Dean, Boston University School of Public 
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Dean, University of Puerto Rico Graduate 
School of Public Health 
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Founding Dean, Indiana University Richard 
M. Fairbanks School of Public Health - 
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Founding Dean, West Virginia University 
School of Public Health 

 
Cynthia M. Harris, PhD, DABT 
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Cheryl G. Healton, DrPH 
Dean, New York University College of Global 
Public Health 

 
Nils Hennig, MD, PhD, MPH 
Director, Graduate Program in Public Health, 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai,  
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Jody Heymann, MD, MPP, PhD 
Dean, UCLA Jonathan and Karin Fielding 
School of Public Health 

 
David Hunter, ScD, MPH 
Acting Dean and Vincent L. Gregory 
Professor in Cancer Prevention, Dean for 
Academic Affairs, Harvard T.H. Chan School 
of Public Health 

 
Wenke Hwang, PhD 
Director, Master of Public Health Program, 
Pennsylvania State University College of 
Medicine 

 
Resa M Jones, PhD, MPH 
Director, MPH Program, Virginia 
Commonwealth University 

 
Michael J. Klag, MD, MPH 
Dean, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health 

 
Lisa M. Klesges, PhD 
Dean, University of Memphis School of 
Public Health 

 
Tim Lahey, MD, MMSc 
Director of Education, MPH Program, 
Dartmouth - Geisel School of Medicine  

 
Edward F. Lawlor, PhD 
Dean and William E. Gordon Distinguished 
Professor, Washington University in St. Louis 
Brown School Public Health Programs 

 
Jay Maddock, PhD 
Dean, Texas A&M School of Public Health 

 
William J. Martin II, MD 
Dean, The Ohio State University College of 
Public Health 

 
Max Michael, MD 
Dean, University of Alabama at Birmingham 
School of Public Health 

 
Shan D. Mohammed, MD, MPH 
Director, MPH Program in Urban Health, 
Northeastern University  



 
Philip C. Nasca, PhD 
Dean, University at Albany SUNY School of 
Public Health 

 
David Nash, MD, MBA 
Dean, Jefferson College of Population Health 

 
Oladele A. Ogunseitan, PhD, MPH 
Chair, Department of Population Health and 
Disease Prevention, University of California, 
Irvine  

S/Ronald A. Perez, PhD 
 
Ronald A. Perez, PhD, P.E. 
Interim Dean, Joseph J. Zilber School of 
Public Health, University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee 

 
Michael Perri, PhD, ABPP 
Dean, University of Florida College of Public 
Health and Health Professions 

 
Donna J. Petersen, ScD, MHS, CPH 
Dean, College of Public Health and Senior 
Associate Vice President, USF Health, 
University of South Florida 

 
Darleen V. Peterson, PhD, MPH, MA, 
MCHES 
MPH & DrPH Programs Director and 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, 
Claremont Graduate University 

 
Martin Philbert, PhD 
Dean, University of Michigan School of Public 
Health 

 
Jennifer Pinto-Martin, PhD, MPH 
Director, MPH Program, University of 
Pennsylvania 

 
James M. Raczynski, PhD 
Founding Dean, University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences Fay W. Boozman College 
of Public Health 

 
S/Gary E. Raskob, PhD 

 
Gary E. Raskob, PhD 
Dean and Regents Professor, University of 
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center College of 
Public Health 

S/ Barbara K. Rimer, DrPH, MPH 
 
Barbara K. Rimer, DrPH, MPH 
Dean, University of North Carolina Gillings 
School of Global Public Health 



 
Louise Ann Rohrbach, PhD, MPH 
Director, MPH Program, University of 
Southern California 

 
Laura L. Rudkin, PhD, MA 
Director, University of Texas Medical Branch 
at Galveston Graduate Program in Public 
Health  

 
Laura Siminoff, Ph.D. 
Dean and Laura H. Carnell Professor of 
Public Health, Temple University College of 
Public Health 

 
José Szapocznik, PhD 
Chair, Department of Public Health Sciences, 
University of Miami 

 
Dennis Thombs, PhD, FAAHB 
Interim Dean, University of North Texas 
Health Science Center School of Public 
Health 

 
Mohammad R. Torabi, PhD, MPH, MSPH 
Founding Dean and Chancellor's Professor, 
Indiana University School of Public Health - 
Bloomington 

 
Robert M. Weiler, PhD, MPH 
Professor and Chair, Department of Global 
and Community Health, George Mason 
University 

 
Terrie Fox Wetle, MS, PhD 
Dean, Brown University School of Public 
Health 

 
Phillip L. Williams, PhD 
Dean, University of Georgia College of Public 
Health 

 
Randy Wykoff, MD, MPH &TM 
Dean, East Tennessee State University 
College of Public Health 

 
Jun Ying, PhD 
Director, MPH Program, University of 
Cincinnati College of Medicine 

S/Eric Boerwinkle, PhD 
 
Eric Boerwinkle, PhD  
Dean, University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston School of Public 
Health 

	

(S/ indicates that signature authorization was received but an electronic signature was not available.) 
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